

www.historymanpodcast.com

Biography of General Thomas Sumter %;
(August 14, 1734 - June 1, 1832










Fjust heard thal the British are chasiny

Buford ond Governor Rutiedge up this way,
They will be by here soon]




Tom Ut

noar?

saic the Brits were
coming ap the

Yep. They
sevin déterminied to catch
up to Governor Rutiedge and
Colond Buford

They both walk toward the farmhouse
Thene is.a storm brewing off inthe
distance. The couds form and grow
grey with each passing moment

1% everything

chkay, Thomas? E5

es, everything
f s fine. Governor Rutledge aned
Colonel Buford are headed
narth 3

Tom, how
abuul you saddle up a couple
of horses? We need fo takea
ride south for a

little bt

Mary looks up from the chale. Her cane s by
herzide, an ever-present reminder of hes frail
physical condition, A young neighbor gird,
Mancy Davig, is there also. She helps Mrs
Sumiter with the house chares,

If the governor
caime by hefe, IL must be
bad in Charleston
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\ - | suppose it
/ is bad, Torn Jr. came up
e and said the Brits are
3 heading this way.



They tum their horses to the south and
trot down the road 2t a leisurely pace.

need to think about. How
irvive and whal IS

That 15 true
dﬂ:‘ org rational about

things, that might be the










| think F've
heard enough. We need 1o
think about layng low, till this
danger subsides.

Whiat army?
Governor Rutledge

Futledge are <till in
Mﬁeld

But Colone!
Buford and Governor

)

few miles bahind us!

Both Sumiter and Soldier Torm recognize their danger
In unisan they bath spur their horses and dash towards
heme. Sumiers moody and dark thoughts drown ouf
the hootbeats as they race up the road
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He realizies hie may have
waitied too kate to decide.

and all those ptanters
gave away Charleston
and the army with i

Thera's is na-one keft




« Boston Massacre March 5, 1770

1. Burni Sumter's home
« Charleston Tea Party December 3, 1773 ing of h

= Boston Tea Party December 16, 1773 In High Hill of the Santee
= Intolerable Acts March-May-1774

« 15t Continental Congress September 5, 1774 2. Williamson Plantation
= Continental Congress passes Associational Acts October 18, 1774

= Camden Resolves November 5, 1774

+War begins at Lexington/Concord April 18,1775 . ROCIW Hount

« Thomas Paine’s "Common Sense" lanuary 15, 1776

« British evacuate Boston, MA March 17, 1776 4. Hanging Rock

« British falled attack on Charleston, SC Sullivar's Island June 28, 1776

- Declaration of Independence July 4, 1776 5, Cary's Fort

«The Ring Fight October 12, 1776

- Washington crosses Delaware river December 25, 1776 & Fishlng Creek

= Winter camp at Valley Farge December 18, 1777
. Battle of Monmouth, NJ June 28, 1778 .

- Battle of Stono Ferry, SCJune 20,1779 ¢
BattleufStoneyPuInt NY July 1516, 17797
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» Fellof Charfeston, SC May 12 1780 7 >

11'1rrv % Sumbers Houwd busned Ay J7, 1 780 Dk m-\hmvlh-lri-
» Rudord 5 Mscsacre ¥ Waahaw rq‘"l,.’f By v Eg . LY =
« Battho &F Rammyserur' s Ml June 200 1780 f \—\__ ﬂf

« Battle of Wiliarnion's PRInEafinn July 1.2 1780 mack's Oefeat
» Battle of Boc k. Mount and 151 battle of Mumagirky Bot

« 2esel Batthe of Hanging ‘\-.rlﬁu" 56,1 780 The Shattes: ru'-t\_
« Battle at Cary's Fort Auguat 55, 17800 the k‘nl(u‘,hl ety bt
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« Bl e &F Caenclon #,.jqul' )] 1”"‘{ S - Q\ bﬁ

« Battle of Frsting Ot A Fust EE Y, La'l The Batthe ?‘i BIMNG e rn.-h‘
"

« Batthe of Muy: llv'\'-s-k.-.nl'-'F 1780 =% :
» Battle at Blue Savannah September 4, 1780 & '
« Battle of Kings Mountain, SC October 7, 1780
- Battle of Fishdam Ford, 5C November 9, 1780 « {3
= Battle of Blackstocks, SC November 20, 1780
= Battle of Cowpens, SC January 17, 1781
= Raid on Geargetown, SC January 24, 1781
+ Battle of Guilford Courthouse, NC March 15, 1781
« Capture of Fort Watsan, SC April 23, 1781
= Battle of Hobkirk Hill, Camden, 5C April 25, 1781
« Battle of Hayes Station, SC May 8, 1781
= Capture of Orangeburg, SC May 11, 1781
= Capture of Ft. Matte, 5C May 12, 1781
« Capture of FL. Granby, SC May 15, 1781
« Capture of Augusta, GA June 6, 1781
« Siege of Ninety-Six, 5C May 21-June 18, 1781
« Battle at Shubrick’s Plantation, SC July 17, 1781
« Battle of Eutaw Springs, 5C September 8, 1781
= British surrender at Yorktown, VA October 19, 1781
« British evacuation day in Charleston, SC December 14, 1782
+ Peace Treaty of Paris September 3, 1763




Thomas Sumter, 46 yoa, District Eastward of the
Wateree River, South Carolina (Stateburg and Eutaw
Springs), Husband, Father, Businessman, Planter,
Soldier, Politician

Soldier Tom, unknown age, Stateburg, SC, Father,
African Slave owned by Thomas Sumter who went
by the monicker “Soldier Tom"” presumably because
of his bearing and service to the general during
the war

Patriots




Captain Charles Campbell, unknown
age, Great Britain, Soldier



Tom, o ahead
sindd pack for the tail_ | e

need o kalk to Mary
ard Tem i

B the weather. Soldier Tamand |, T
bath, are probably on some

Thamas, yeu
= "1-___ can't get caught. You can’i. You must
oy hide They wian't burn the house if its
N st e and Toi Ji




Saovlclheer Toorm piebes Lpowith a full potana sack soross bis bp

Hiewwalls far Sumiter tosay his goodinges s looks off
dhorm The road. O in ihe disfance e s 2 goup of

peope walking up the road.

m———

Sunviter burms in the saddlz to bid farewsel], it Soldier Tam stops Kim short
The guoop of people that wese walking along the road moments befare. ae
PR PLARinG (FlE Bhe wond s o get away Fror

Sir, they're here

As Mary, Nancy amd Tom I tum they gaze
roward the radway, Sumter and Soldier Tom 'ﬁ‘
gallop behind the house and maka for the "

#verything g in The closely
anid the srokahouse

Mancy, Wk

L1 In & vallant attermp! to keep everything
1 safe, Nancy threws the key n the yvard
=4 and dashes into the fromt room

el " =




ol window,
they see a cantiogent of
soldiers riding up the lape

Mary grabs Tom Ji. and they
mlt back inte the kouse ani
[ closethe daor

Nadarm, | am Captain
Charles Campbell of his

Majesty s armias.
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Search and
\ fire the house. \We have
ar appointment with &
Colone! Buford and we 8

| & commanded
o find a Colane! Thomas

Sumiter whao llves on

yeu o tell me where he s
I yews da et | il be forcer




" What de you
see Tam? |see Mary

2 SEEmS
QK M Surriter | ses Tom ir

! There are some A e —
e harassing Achie at the bam F e 2 I

bt | can't tell wihat thiey It looks Rk —_—— J L d T "‘ (
- aredaing. ) -  soldier that came from the '__‘ -R"*__.'.. LA o
. a smokehouse |s setting a ham |fr‘.' 3 1B -ﬂ‘-—_—_‘u:__: 2

under Mary's chair e e — g T——
L o——— = \__‘{” ‘
- - = gl /

Mnments later, Sumier sees smoke vising from the
[ A front of the housie The full picture and mesning
Sl clawems an him as a soldier threwes a lighted torch
hrough a back windaw

> 11 looks bad,
buit they will be fine. My boy, Edmund,
Is stil) theee and Mack and Pally, And
Wancy's family will help We must go
o, P S0 e

Nel..Tom, |
can'tl. | can't sit ete and
walch then makie i
homsles

' vou can't There are toc T
\ many of them. kow
- b the timet

o
/)

Oh, my poos
Mary! O, Tom Ji! Owr
howme! They have
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General Sumter and Soldier Tom are forced to travel a
through an area heavily populated with those with

Loyalists sympathies. They keep to the roads less

traveled in the backcountry, hoping to go unnoticed.

Rations are
stretched thin Tom. | think
we need to chance a respife at
the next roadhouse e
COME ACT05S

with less in my belly
iFit means taking less
jpeaking
ef taking chances. You might
wiank te change your continental
coat while we are in these
parts.

Can't say as
| have a good argument
with that cine

A tired and
hungry man has less
chance against a well-fed redcoat,

It's settled then.
If we're lucky we will be
just two more travelers nestled in

if we should be so unfortunate as to jl 3 : for the night. We'll be

meet up with even a small

: stocked with provisions and
scouting party.

have rested horses come
the morning.

The day burns on after a
short stop for rest and water.
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Suimter ancl Tam remain hidden in the o r W Maybe it’s all
brush on the roadside as two redcoats that talk about rest and
on horseback slowly ride past their : { food, but | swear that | smell
g place, | ' ) Ny something mighty tasty
. ; . 3 \ cooking somewhere
up ahead.

Finally shadows grow long as the
sun begins to dip in the west, and
the promise of cool night air begins
to offer respite.







Can't say |
recall seelng yoll
in Lhese parts befare mister.
Might | know
your kin?

balleve you would
know me or mine. F'm not from §
amund here, just passing
thraugh.

W here
about's, are loyal
e the Crown. Omn which side
do you make your

: Hehasa
Are youl e painting of King George
o : Iwing over his fireplace. | know cause
' thi o s bo dust i, real

wking if my master is & Rebel?
Lord, now | have gone and

heard it all ) : - careful like

Why | remember
Especially on one time ..
his Highness's birthday
G that day he has us all gather
around and sing, God Save
The King!

' Alright,
alright, stop yer
yammering!




Sory misker,
Qid Herb ger's something in his / * iy - Soldier Tom and
head, it just has 1o come spilling 5 Sumies lock eyes,
out of his mouth. R They realise their
¥ danger and the
n-»eg for quick

Alright 2
everyone! The redeoat
patral will retum soon and
we'll have a proper lock
gt sun rise.

¥ Find a
patch o lay your
bedrolls,

bt my man
takes his care of
the horses serioushy,
Hie wants to see
to them once

Meawve it
I'm not waiting

And
just v is it yau
are using that tone
with?
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Footsteps of Heroes: The Others

In the history of the Revolutionary War, most participants are lost to anonymily. We're fortunate to know a few
more heroes from this stary because of the research of some fine histarians.

Soldier Tom was the personal manservant for Thomas Sumier. He was born in Africe and was enslaved before
the Revalutian.

It was a tradition to refer to some slaves by their trade or craft, The identifying name of “Soldier” suggests that
he was known as being “soldier-like” in bearing and deed. He was with Sumter in all his campaigns and helped
in his recovery after the general was shot at the Battle of Blackstock's in November of 1780,

A neighbor girl, Nancy Davis, was helping keep house far Mary Sumter, She went about locking up various doors
and outbuildings before the British soldiers rade into the yard. To keep the valuables from falling into the enemy’s
hands, she threw the key away in the yard before they arrived.

A frail young man by the name of Archie Henson was doing carpentry work on the property when he was accosted
by the British soldiers. The soldiers jeered at him for being so weak-looking. Whether he lashed out at them Is
uncertain, but the incident resulted in him Immediately joining the Patriot cause.

The struggles during the Revolutionary War were tough and complex. They varied fram person to person on bath
sides of the conflict. The lives of sa many different people were intertwined in the larger conflict of the war Not
miuch maore is known about any one of these heroes, However, their actions on this day reflect people of hanor
and spirit.

Freedom Reigns!
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