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British Captain Christian Huck at Williamson’s Plantation. 
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Camden, South Carolina and 
Charlotte, North Carolina.

i















 
 
 
Watt, unk. age (died in 1837), 
York County, South Carolina, 
Husband, Slave.

Martha Bratton, 31, York 
County, South Carolina, wife, mother.
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Mrs. Mary Gaston McClure, 68, Chester 
County, South Carolina, mother, grandmother. 

William Bratton, 40, York County, 
South Carolina, husband, father, Sheriff, 
planter, soldier.

Thomas Sumter, 46, District Eastward 
of the Wateree River, South Carolina (Stateburg 
and Eutaw Springs), Husband, Father, Businessman, 
Planter, Soldier, Politician. 
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Footsteps of Heroes: Mary McClure and Martha Bratton
Perhaps the story of British occupation is best taught through the perils of the frontier 
women on the home front. Forced to reckon with Indian raids and bands of outlaws, 
these were not the women of the genteel plantations in the parishes outside of 
Charleston. These women grew up in households that had survived and  ourished 
in that dangerous land of the Upstate of South Carolina, far away from law and order. 
TTheir lives had been forged in the  re of threats and the cold reality of life-and-death 
struggles. And many would face these threats alone while the men were away. So, 
when the British came with more of the same, is it any wonder that these bold women 
answered in like manner?

Mary Gaston McClure had three sons and one son-in-law who served in the war on the 
Patriot side. A widower, she and her daughters held down the family farm while the men 
came and went with the militia. Ever the ardent Patriot and a woman of devout 
PPresbyterian beliefs, she possessed a strong moral code mixed with an independent will. 
She would hold her own in de ance of British Captain Christian Huck.

She was the sister of Justice John Gaston, who himself had many sons enrolled in the 
Patriot cause. 

Martha Bratton stared down a reaping hook meant for her head and bravely spoke as 
the Redcoats demanded information about her husband. She walked a precarious thin 
line, dealing with the British Captain Christian Huck. Despite her perilous situation, she 
summoned the summoned the courage to protect her children, defend her husband, and send for help. 
  
On another occasion, Martha Bratton blew up gunpowder stored on her property to 
keep it from the approaching British soldiers. It is said that she boldly proclaimed to 
them that she had done it in defense of her country.

Freedom Reigns!
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