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Major.
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SC Loyalist Lt. Colonel James Cary, unk. 

(died in 1794), Camden, South Carolina, Husband, Soldier

General Cornwallis, 41, 

Suffolk County, England, 

Widower,  Father, Soldier

British
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Footsteps of Heroes: The Catawba Nation
The Catawba Nation held sway over lands that followed the Catawba River valley from the Midlands of 

South Carolina to the headwaters in the Blue Ridge Mountains. During the Revolutionary era, they were 

centrally located in the Piedmont region near present-day Fort Mill, South Carolina.  

They sent emissaries to Charlestown when word got out that South Carolina might  ght against Great Britain.  

The messengers brought their news back and a great council was called to determine how the tribe would 

alialign themselves in the coming connict. Neutrality was not an option for it would only mean that their people 

would be swallowed up in the  ghting.  Luckily for the Patriots, the Catawba chose to side with the colonists 

against the English.  A consideration may have also been that the English were already making alliances with 

the sworn enemies of the Catawba, the Cherokee.

The Catawba, under the reign of Chief Sally Haigler New River (and her husband General New River), provided 

General Thomas Sumter’s army a safe-haven on their lands.  Because of their help and support, Sumter was able 

to mount a counteroffensive against the British.

TThe Catawba warriors were  erce in battle.  They were feared by neighboring tribes and maintained their distinct 

status through politics and warfare.  The Catawba fought at the Battle of Sullivan’s Island in 1776 and were 

instrumental in keeping the Redcoats from getting off the boats. They were at the Battle of Stono Ferry in June of 

1779.  At the Battles of Hanging Rock in the summer of 1780, they fought with General Sumter and William Davie. 

They would continue to be allies of the American cause through the end of the war.

Disease and wars wreaked havoc on the population of the Catawba.  At the outset of the War of Independence, 

the onthe once great nation could only boast a population of a few hundred between a handful of towns along the 

Catawba River basin.  After the war, many would go west or seek adventures elsewhere.  Remnants of the Nation 

participated in Wild West shows in Ireland and England as time rolled by.

The Catawba people are still a recognized tribe of proud Native Americans.  They are leaders in the communities 

along their ancestral homelands.  They have a proud heritage of faithful service in the cause of freedom.  

Freedom Reigns!
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