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Sestercentennial Commission

Full Commission Meeting 
Tuesday, November 29, 2022, at 10:00 A.M.
Hopsewee Plantation 494 Hopsewee Rd., Georgetown, SC 29440
(Birthplace of Thomas Lynch, Jr., one of South Carolina’s signers of the Declaration of Independence)

SC250 Commission members were invited to Guided Tours of Georgetown’s Downtown Museums starting on Monday, November 28, 2022 and a Pre-Meeting Meet & Greet Reception at the Georgetown County Museum that evening. They were also invited to a Gullah Geechee presentation and tour of Hopsewee following the formal meeting on November 29.  
Present In Person
Commissioners: Chairman Charles Baxley, Vice Chair Bill Davies, Treasurer Brett Bennett, Chaplain Dianne Culbertson, Pam Cazel, Jannie Harriot, Advisors: Doug Bostick (SC Battleground Preservation Trust), Perry Baker (SCPRT), Doug Doster (SCSSAR), Doug MacIntyre (Lowcountry Coordinator), Bill Segars (Markers Chairman) Additional Attendees: Frank & Raejean Beattie, Bambi Bullard (Carolina Goal Chapter SCDAR Regent), Linda Cooper, Elaine Hackets?, Flo Miller, Libby Dvorsak, Corinne M. Hoch, Al Joseph (Main St. Project Georgetown), Margaret Chandler (Williamsburg County 250), Lynn Doster Press: ???? Staff: Executive Director Molly Fortune, Coordinator Heather Hawkins, Interim Site Development Manager Mike Tyler

Present Via Webex
Commissioners: Neal Collins Advisors: Diana Bramble (NPS Superintendent), Dolly Chewning (SCPRT), Zach Lemhouse (SRWI), Kathy Armato (Colonial Dames), Mark Anthony (Overmountain Victory Trail Association), Karen Strickland (SC African American Heritage Commission)

Chairman Charles Baxley introduced Raejean & Frank Beattie, owners of Hopsewee, saying that “what they have done at Hopsewee - taking our historic places and making them tourism destinations where people can learn about SC’s history - is what the Commission is trying to duplicate around the state.” Mr. & Mrs. Beattie welcomed the Commission and gave some background on their journey to become caretakers of Hopsewee, which is the birthplace of Thomas Lynch, Jr. – a signer of the Declaration of Independence. Baxley stated, “When those signers put their signature on that document, they put their lives and homes in peril…It is a miracle this structure survived.”

Chaplain Dianne Culbertson led a few moments of reflection and lit a candle in honor of the late Commissioner Emily deQuincey-Newman. She spoke of Emily’s love of history and mastery of genealogy noting that Emily was a descendent of 5 signers of the Declaration of Independence among others. Culbertson described her fellow NSDAR member as “intelligent, wise, and whitty with a bright smile and a twinkle in her eye.” Emily deQuincey-Newman passed on Sunday, October 30, 2022. “We were all blessed to know her.”

Call to Order
Chairman Baxley called the meeting to order around 10:24 am. Vice-Chair Davies confirmed there was a quorum of the Commission. Coordinator Hawkins confirmed that the public Notice of Meeting and Agenda had been posted at SC Dept. Archives & History and online in accordance with South Carolina’s FOIA. 

Approval of Agenda 
Chairman Baxley asked to approve the proposed agenda. Motion by Jannie Harriot. Bill Davies seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.  

Public Comments 
No one spoke during public comments.

Consent Agenda 
Vice-Chair Bill Davies made the motion to approve Minutes from September 28, 2022 Meeting. Dianne Culbertson seconded and it passed unanimously. 

Staffing
Executive Director Molly Fortune officially welcomed Mike Tyler as the new Interim Site Development Manager. She also welcomed Doug MacIntyre as the new volunteer Lowcountry Regional Coordinator. 

Site Development Projects
For the attendees, Chairman Baxley recapped some of the ongoing projects. He stated that admin earlier met with SC Heritage Trust, who own the site of Battle at Fish Dam Ford. He stated that this project, which brings DNR, DOT, and SC250 together is a great collaboration. Mike Tyler has also begun working to find the right site to interpret the ambush at Fishing Creek. A great example of collaboration with SC Battleground Preservation Trust is the Hayes Station Massacre site. “These are just some of the projects underway for pull offs where we can tell these wonderful stories,” stated Chairman Baxley.

Committee Updates:

Budget & Finance
Treasurer Brett Bennett reported that the Comptroller General was very generous with his time to help understand how to structure our ask of the state legislature. The budget is divided into recurring funding (which is manly staff and office costs) and non-recurring represents (our grant funds and projects).

Chairman Baxley stated that the 24FY ask was again around $10 million. He cautioned that while the State has been very generous with the Commission, we don’t know how much we will continue to be allocated. 

Based on his conversations with legislators such as Rep. Collins, Mr. Bennett emphasized deliverables and legacy saying “we need to be mindful of what we will leave behind.”

Chairman Baxley stated that the Commission has hired an attorney to write up documents to create a Foundation to live beyond the Commission. One of the main reasons for this Foundation would be to allow people to donate their private American Revolution in SC libraries. The Foundation would not keep the materials, but find a home for library and make the assets publically available. Exec Director Fortune stated that the Exec Team had also interviewed a firm regarding how to house the digital assets long term.

Marketing, Branding, & Public Relations
Exec Director Fortune reported that the Ad Agency RFP submission deadline had closed the week before. The panel to review the Ad Agency proposals will be meeting soon.

Education Committee
Rep. Neal Collins reported that the SC House would go into session the next week to determine new committee assignments.

Executive Director Fortune stated that a review team had been formed for the HistoryMan Comic Books. Coordinator Hawkins asked that anyone who had someone to add to the group should submit them no later than Friday of that week. She stated that by the first of December the confirmed team members would receive a link to a new SC250 Education Google drive with the first six of the comics. Ms. Fortune stated that she was working on completing the review survey that would go out the first of the year with a follow up Webex meeting. The hope is to bring a recommendation for next steps to the Commission by the February full Commission meeting.

Ms. Harriot reminded to make sure the comic books align with state standards. She referenced the SC African American Heritage Commission’s African American historic sites book and sample lesson plans as a great template.

Coordinator Hawkins stated that she and Ms. Fortune had received very positive feedback from a presentation at the SC Council for the Social Studies Conference including interest in a proposed Teacher Ambassador program. Some of the new comic book review team came out of that meeting. 

Brett Bennett reported on his presentation and conversation with the Colonial Charleston Teacher Professional Development Class sponsored by the Colonial Dames and College of Charleston. He stated, “We can actually learn from [the teachers in the class]…Some of them are doing some amazing things integrating the Colonial era into STEM lessons...There is a thirst for content.” 

Ms. Fortune will get with Mr. Collins to schedule a meeting for the Education Committee prior to the Feb. 24 Commission meeting.

Ms. Fortune asked Mr. Collins if the American Revolution license plate was expiring. He said he thought it would be available until 2033. He also stated that he had hopes to make it a regular (not specialty) license plate option.

Publication & Research Committee
Second heroine paper has been published online. In addition to the major Gen. Francis Marion Papers project, several other projects are underway including:
· new battlefield guides
· Gen. Thomas Sumter Wartime Papers
· Col. Francis, Lord Rawdon (Hastings) Wartime Papers project
· SC 3rd Regimental History
· digital publication of Dr. Bobby Gilmer Moss’ dissertation: The roles of the Scots and Scotch-Irishmen in the Southern Campaigns in the War of American Independence 1780-1783.

Partnership Committee
Bill Davies made the motion to ratify the Chairman’s appointment of Dianne Culbertson as the new chairperson of the Partnership Committee, filling the position vacated at the passing of Ms. deQuincey-Newman. Brett Bennett seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously. “Our relationships with our brother and sister organizations are so important,” stated Mr. Baxley.

County 250 Liaison and Vice-Chair Bill Davies reported that 27 out of 46 counties have resolutions of support from their county councils and working committees. He stated that the hope was to add Georgetown County to the list within the next two weeks.

Dianne Culbertson reported that the Sullivan Dunklin DAR Chapter in Laurens County is sponsoring a student essay competition “What happened here during the American Revolution?” She is willing to share posters and other info if other groups would like to do something similar. She also reported that the Rebecca Motte DAR Chapter placed a DAR 250 marker and African American education banner at the Old Exchange Building. Rosemont Trail Committee in Laurens had a dedication at the home place of Anne Pamela Cunningham, founder of the first national women’s preservation group - the Mt. Vernon Ladies Association. This home will also be on the Laurens County Revolutionary Trail.

SC250 Grant Programs Update
Coordinator Hawkins reviewed the process after a grant is approved including grant award, grant agreement, status report, site visit, and final report with receipts. She stated that all 22FY Grantees turned in their status reports by their deadline and a recap had been provided to the Commissioners.

Ms. Hawkins stated that an updated grant basics page had been provided for the Commissioners in their packet to reflect a recent change approved by the Executive Committee to increase the total amount available in a Local Activity Grant. It now states “up to $25,000” to accommodate the range of proposals coming from grant applicants.

Approval was requested to transfer remaining funds from a 23FYQ1 Safety Grant for Southern Campaign 1780 from Battle of Camden Reenactment to crowd management & parking for Reinternment of Battle of Camden Soldiers in April 2023. Motion was made by Mr. Davies, seconded by Mr. Bennett and approved unanimously.

Staff made the recommendation to approve the following 23FYQ2 Grant Applications:
1. Museum Panel Grants
a. $4,800 to City of Camden for Outdoor Calvary & Catawba Panels at Revolutionary War Visitors Center
2. Publication Grants
a. $28,300 to Lake Hartwell Country (Multi-County) American Revolution Website & Assets
b. $6,000 to SC Battleground Preservation Trust for research and writing text for the Siege of Charleston Battlefield Guide (Battlefield Guide project funding approved at last meeting)
3. County Asset Assessment & Historic Tourism Plan Grants
a. $7,500 to Cherokee County (on behalf of Cherokee County 250) for county asset and tourism plan
4. Research Grants
a. $6,000 to SC Battleground Preservation Trust for transcription of Loyalist Claims – Phase 1 (Volume 26)
5. Local Activities Grant
a. $5,450 to Laurens District Chapter of the SC Genealogical Society to support the state annual meeting in 2023, which the group is hosting
6. Education Grants
a. $9,999 to Cherokee County (on behalf of Cherokee County 250 Committee) for Education Interactive Event
b. $10,000 to Florence County (on behalf of Florence County Museum) Snow’s Island: Frontier of Prose and Lore Exhibition
7. Site Grants
a. $5,495 to Berkeley County Museum for Fort Fair Lawn Docent Training Program
b. $41,760 to Cultural & Heritage Museums of York County for Brattonsville Watt Site 
c. $70,000 to SC Battleground Preservation Trust for the acquisition and due diligence at Alexander’s Old Field (Chester Co.)
d. $124,000 to SC Battleground Preservation Trust for acquisition of Bradham Property / Eutaw Springs Battlefield (Orangeburg Co.)

Mr. Davies made a motion to approve the staff recommended grants. Ms. Harriot seconded the motion. Ms. Hawkins shared factors that are reviewed including paperwork, deliverables, timeline, budget, match if required, need for economic development (Dept. of Revenue Job Tax Credit Ranking), number of battles and skirmishes (based on Carolana.com listings), has the applicant received funding from SC250 before, score by SC250 Exec Director, score by SCDAH grant expert.

Staff reported that due to the exciting number of applicants during 23FYQ2, a number of grants are still under review:
1. Publication Grant
a. $17,000 to Cheritawba Games LLC (Bryan Collars) for Crown & Crescent: Struggle for Independence in SC – American Revolution Strategy Game
2. Research Grant
a. $15,000 to Dr. Larry Watson (Watson Research Enterprise) for research on The Impact of the American Revolution on Slave Manumissions in South Carolina,1760-1800
b. $20,000 to Cherokee County (on behalf of the Cherokee County 250 Committee) for Ft. Thicketty Research Project - gathering documents related to Ft. Thicketty and begin to frame interpretation of the site
3. Local Activities Grant
a. $4,750 to SC Confederate Relic Room & Military Museum for Revolutionary War Day 2023 
b. $24,681 to Southern Campaign of 1780 for Statewide, Long-Term Event & Educational Items for Improved Demonstration Capabilities
c. $8,000 to Long Gone LLC (Margaret Buckelew) for Marketing & Website updates for Revolutionary War Tours (Kershaw County)
d. $10,000 to Long Gone LLC (Margaret Buckelew) for Revolutionary War Week events (Kershaw County)
e. $8,000 for the Revolutionary War Museum & Library, Inc. (Tom Weidner) for Revolutionary War Firearms display
4. Signage & Marker Grants
a. $9,599 to Cherokee County (on behalf of Cherokee County 250 Committee) for Cherokee County’s Liberty Trail Connections – marking driving tour of Cherokee County’s American Revolution assets
5. Education Grants
a. $10,000 to Long Gone LLC (Margaret Buckelew) for reboot of History Club for Kids (Kershaw Co.)

Ms. Hawkins reminded everyone that the 23FYQ3 deadline is coming up on February 9, 2023 at 3:00 P.M.  She will be doing another “How To Apply” Webinar on January 10, 2023 at 1:00 P.M. 

Ms. Fortune requested approval of updates to the Grant Review Process starting with 23FYQ3. The biggest change being that the new policy would allow the Exec. Director, Vice Chair, or Chairman to approve a grant up to $10,000. Mr. Davies made a motion to approve changes. Mr. Bennett seconded and the Commission approved the changes unanimously. 

Chairman Baxley asked that all active County 250 Committees, Regional Coordinators, and statutory partners be in the loop when an application is submitted. Ms. Harriot recommended that applicants get a letter from their County 250 Committee and Coordinators. 

Update from Statutory Partners 
Doug Bostick, with the SC Battleground Preservation Trust, reported that the bad part of a good economy is that development in encroaching on several historic sites. Augmented reality near completion for Fort Watson. They are now looking at augmented reality of a person and are hoping to do four using primary sources for the Battle of Camden. 

Mr. Bostick introduced Garrison Marceaux who has been doing the transcription of the Loyalist Claims including “obnoxious persons.” Mr. Marceaux commented, “They are a great insight into personal property at the time.” 

Mr. Bostick invited all to the Honoring Heroes event April 20-22. Due to the shallow nature of their graves, fourteen remains were exhumed from the Battle of Camden site. These remains will be respectfully studied by forensic anthropologists. In April, a procession will take the remains to Fort Jackson, by all public schools from Columbia to Camden, and then lay in state at the Cornwallis House in Camden.  On Sunday, a cortege (funeral procession) will travel from the Cornwallis House to Bethesda Presbyterian, where a joint Anglican and Presbyterian service will take place. A secular ceremony will take place at the Battlefield where the soldiers will be reinterred. 

Interest is high. Bostick reported that the coverage by National Geographic has topped their all time views on social media. Press coverage by four major networks has been shared nationally. 

“It is one thing as a dispassionate historian to write dispassionately about history, it is a whole different experience standing over these graves...we owe these soldiers their due…The last two bodies exhumed were a 14 year old and a 16 year old. When they woke up the morning of the battle, they may have been thinking about chasing glory…they were not thinking this is the day I’m going to die. But, they did and they did it for us,” stated Bostick.

Chairman Baxley stated that having witness some of the archeology and exhumation, he can say the process was handled with the upmost respect and reverence.

Bill Davies stated that he shares this reminder with County 250 groups. When you get people to come for an event, the travelers can learn about other history such as at Bethesda Presbyterian. The church was designed by Robert Mills, the famous SC architect who designed the Washington Monument. He also designed the statute on site in honor of Baron DeKalb who was mortally wounded at the Battle of Camden. Lafayette, who named DeKalb as a mentor, came to the dedication of the monument in 1825.

In a SCPRT update, Perry Baker with SC Parks, Recreation, & Tourism stated that he had met with Duane Parrish, Dolly Chewning, and others reviewing the PRT Interpretation / SC250 projects. Dolly Chewning is working closely with the Ad Agency RFP process. Chairman Baxley thanked them both for their help especially when the Commission was first beginning and had no staff. 

Administrative Updates  
Executive Director Molly Fortune welcomed Mike Tyler again as Interim Site Development Manager. She thanked SC Department of Archives & History staff for their help and reported that SC250 has a new office at SCDAH. She reported great success with the Francis Marion Symposium.

Dianne Culbertson thanked the Carolina Gold DAR members for their attendance and support of Hopsewee and events in Georgetown.

Ms. Harriot stated that she will be hosting the state Social Studies Supervisors in March at the Cecil B. Williams Museum and invited the Commissioners and education committee to attend.

Executive Session
Bill Davies made a motion to go into Executive Session for a personnel matter. Ms. Harriot seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously.

Brett Bennett made the motion to come out of Executive Session. Mr. Davies seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. No additional action was taken.

Seeing that she was online, Chairman and Vice Chair thanked Diana Bramble with the NPS for her support and collaboration.

Next Full Commission Meeting
Chairman Baxley reminded the Commissioners that the next full Commission meeting will be held on Friday, February 24, 2023 at 10:00 A.M. Living History Park 299 W. Spring Grove Avenue, North Augusta, South Carolina 29841 – Pre-Meeting events planned for Thursday, February 23, 2023.  Chairman Baxley asked that those with agenda items to send those to himself, Ms. Fortune, or Ms. Hawkins.

Adjournment 
Mr. Davies made a motion to adjourn around 12:18p. Mr. Bennett seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously.
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