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Description automatically generated]South Carolina American Revolution 
Sestercentennial Commission
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, January 11, 2025
Virtual Meeting


Present via Zoom for Executive Committee Meeting
Commissioners: Commissioners: Chairman Will Grimsley, Vice Chairman Bill Davies, Treasurer J. Brett Bennett, Dianne Culbertson Staff: CEO Molly Fortune, Sites Manager Mike Tyler, Grants Manager Heather Hawkins

Chairman Grimsley called the meeting to order around 2:00p. Vice-Chair Mr. Davies confirmed that we did have a quorum. Mr. Davies made a motion to accept the agenda, which was seconded by Mr. Bennett and was approved unanimously.  It was confirmed that the Notice of Meeting and Proposed Agenda had been posted in compliance with FOIA.
There were no public comments.
General Grimsley reported that of the $17.7 million ask, the Governor’s Office had recommended $5 million non-recurring budget for SC250 (no recurring). As we go into the budget hearing with the Ways & Means subcommittee, we will request the $17 million again. He stated that he will be making the argument that at $5 million the Commission will be grateful but that the amount would put the success of the summer of 2026 events at risk. “The full $5 million could be spent solely on Carolina Days.” He went on to talk about prioritizing (with Carolina Days at the top of the list) and actively pursuing more funding for the Foundation. The other option is to request a direct line item in the budget just for the National significance of Carolina Days. Buddy Jennings and his colleagues will continue to work on our behalf.
CEO Molly Fortune and Sites Manager Mike Tyler spoke about the meeting with the Conservation Bank and the positive opportunities. Farmers and the Timber industry can put land in easement and still have a revenue stream with limitations. Similarly there could be a proviso for cultural heritage properties to save properties under danger of development. 
The first ask of the Conservation Bank was to have access to their current easement map across the state. At the overlaps, can we place interpretation and help those landowners protect land in perpetuity?
Fortune reported that Mr. Bennett had shared what was being planned for Carolina Days by SC250 Charleston. He stated that the hospitality sector has sensitized the team to appealing to all sectors of the community. 
Fortune also reported that she, Davies, and Authenticity had met with Duane Parrish with SC Parks, Recreation, & Tourism about how to work well with the SC Area Tourism Regions. She reported that Authenticity would be meeting with the regional offices and also bringing the counties together regionally.
Fortune reported that Duane Parrish had also offered to have SC250 speak to all of the park rangers for the state parks at their upcoming meeting.
Authenticity asked for another video from the Governor about SC250. Gen. Grimsley requeted a script and the specific ask to take to the Governor’s office.
Ms. Fortune stated that regarding the Spartan Regiment flag, the best way forward may be to “function as a donor.” She is working with Dr. Eric Emerson of SCDAH on how to best do that. 
The next full Commission meeting will be held January 30 and will be a check-in with Major Grants that are time sensitive. The Exec Team set a full Commission Grant Work Session on January 28 at 11:30am.
Ben Zeigler and Will Grimsley attended the Victory Day event, hosted by Ken Scarlett’s organization in December. Gen. Grimsley stated that he saw merit in making it a SC250 statewide promoted event each December 14.
Mike Tyler, Sites Manager, stated that he had received an appraisal for Coosowhatchie in Jasper Co. for $173,000. Tyler requested up to $300,000 for acquisition and due diligence including environmental. He reported that the Conservation Bank could potentially pay for actual acquisition, but he needed to make an offer prior to the end of the month.
Davies moved to approve $300,000 with the stipulations that the Conservation Bank be approached to pay the acquisition cost. Seconded by Bennett and approved unanimously.  
Motion to adjourn was made by Bill Davies around 3:04p, seconded by Brett Bennett, and approved unanimously.
Approved January 11, 2025
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