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Description automatically generated]South Carolina American Revolution 
Sestercentennial Commission
Minutes of the Full Commission Meeting 
Friday, March 7, 2025


ALL EVENTS WERE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & COMMISSIONERS

Present at the Commission Meeting
Commissioners: Chairman Will Grimsley, Vice Chairman Bill Davies, Treasurer J. Brett Bennett, Dianne Culbertson, Ken Scarlett, Laurie Funderburk, Ben Zeigler Advisors: Tom Persons (SCART), Dawn Davies (NPS), Perry Baker (SCPRT), Bill Segars (SCARF), Catherine Noyes, Rick Wise, Phil Gaines, Steve Osborne (SCBPT), Julian Burns (SC Trust 250), Erin McBride. Additional Attendees: Shanda Phillips, Chris Volf, Katy Batkins, Ed Hanson, Paige Sawyer, Phil Phillips, Connie Villackes, Mahalie Davies, Jeff Kliser, Eleanor Brown, Deborah Dykes-Blennfel, Chip Maier, Joey Preston, Angie Stringer, Thomas Thompson, Rachel Knight, Buddy Jennings, Harold Donnally, Tim McIhenny, Annie McIhenny, Kelly Ann Ayers, Alisha Moore, Nancy Foster, Paula Reel, Peach Morrison, Robert Simmons, LeighAnn Moon, Robert Walker. Staff: CEO Molly Fortune, Sites Manager Mike Tyler, Grants Manager Heather Hawkins, and Chief of Staff Brett Toresdahl.
The meeting was proceeded with welcoming remarks from the host committee, Berkeley County 250 Chris Volf & Shanda Phillips.  
The meeting was called to order around 10:00am. 
Chairman Grimsley provided a welcome to commissioners and guest.  He thanked the Berkeley 250 Committee and the staff of Wampee for their hospitality.
The Recording Secretary called the role of the Commission members and determined that a quorum was present. The meeting had been posted per FOIA regulations. The agenda was adopted unanimously after the motion was made by Bill Davies and seconded by Ben Zeigler. 
No one spoke during public comments.
Consent agenda included the minutes from the Virtual Commission meeting on January 30, 2025 and the financial update of the Commission budget FY25.  Approved unanimously after the motion was made by Davies and seconded by Scarlett.
FY26 Budget Process
Chairman Grimsley reported that the proposed budget was reported to the Executive Budget Office. The Governor recommended $5 million of the $17.7 million requested. The request has gone through the House Ways & Means Committee with a recommendation for $1.3 million and has been forwarded to the Senate. The Senate Finance Committee requested a presentation from SC250 which has happened. It is now being considered and will likely end up in a Conference Committee which typically meets at the end of the session in May to work out the differences. Chairman Grimsley is optimistic that things will work out because of the communications and meetings that have taken place.
Chairman Grimsley reviewed the mission and goals of the SC250 Commission. This will keep focus on the work of the Commission moving forward.
SC250 Chaplin Diane Culbertson provided a reflection, “Great is the Faithfulness.”
SC250 Event Planning & Updates
Molly Fortune provided an update. The new administration has streamlined some work related to the A250.  The A250 has been working to streamline their work with states. One way is to promote events around the country. SC250 has been invited to be part of an approach to provide our events to the A250 to achieve greater reach of the activities we are doing in South Carolina.
Partners and county committees are doing a great job supplying A250 with their events. On March 19, 2025, there will be another Gathering for all counties to come together.  It will be held in Columbia at the Archives building. It will be a day of planning focused on Carolina Days.  SC250 will be working to take on many of the Legacy events so that they can be built upon for the future.
Events to look forward to: Mothers of Independence in May, Victory Day in December, First Blood at Ninety Six in November, and Liberty Day in January.
Brett Bennett summarized many of the activities being organized by the Charleston 250 Committee.
Grant Program
To date, SC250 has awarded 204 grants totaling $5,952,028.66. Ms. Hawkins referenced the grant update below:
 FY25 Grants Non-Competitive Grants $3,000 Non-Competitive Organizing Grant to each official County 250 Committee. Competitive Grants: Monthly Grants (up to $15,000) reviewed monthly, Major Grants ($15,001 to $125,000), and Premier Project Grants ($125,001+) reviewed quarterly. 
Grants Closed Out Since the January Meeting 
· Organizing Grants $3,000 Darlington County on behalf of Darlington Co. 250 Exhibit and Event (Darlington Co.) 
· Local Activities Grants $12,000 Town of James Island Driving Tour (Charleston Co.) 
Grants Approved by the CEO Since the January Meeting: 
· Organizing Grant $3,000 Marion County on behalf of Marion Co. 250 Marketing (Marion Co.) Approved 02/04/2025 
· Museum & Library Style Exhibit – Monthly Grant $4,000 Dorchester Heritage Center Native Peoples of the 18th Century Traveling Exhibit (Dorchester Co.) Approved 02/04/2025 
· Education – Monthly Grant $5,400 Cherokee County on behalf of Cherokee Co. 250 American Revolution Education Day (Cherokee Co.) Approved 02/04/2025 
Grants Not Approved by the CEO Since the January Meeting: 
Research, Publication, Genealogy, & Digitization $14,824 SC New Play Festival New Play about Washington & Lee during Correspondence during the Fall of Charleston (Greenville Co.) 
$5,900 Dr. Kevin Duane Kokomoor Atlas of the Southern Campaign (Horry Co.) 
Grant Applications Requiring Due Diligence 
Education Grants – Premier Projects Grant $97,474 ETV Endowment of SC on behalf of SCETV Liberty Trail Digital Series (Richland Co.) 
Grant Applications Requiring Commission Vote Premier Projects: 
· Local Activities Grants $181,380 Community Foundation of the Lowcountry on behalf of Beaufort Co. 250 Beaufort Co. Events 2025-2029 (Beaufort Co.) 
· Site Grants $337,500 Bamberg County Veterans’ Park American Revolution Section (Bamberg Co.) 
Premier Project Grant requests:
Project: Beaufort County Events 2025-2029. Applicant: Community Foundation of the Lowcountry (on behalf of Beaufort County 250).  The request is for $181,380 and it has a match amount of $60,460 for a total project of $241,840.
Project Summary: The Beaufort Country 250 (BC 250) Committee will assist in planning, organizing, coordinating, promoting and producing multiple events involving local partners in the five municipalities and unincorporated areas in Beaufort County during the period 2024-2033. The purpose of the events will be to educate, engage, and inspire South Carolinians and visitors about the significant role played by Beaufort County during the American Revolution. The events will be funded and produced in three phases: 2024-2026, 2027-2029, and 2030-2033. Four major, countywide events in 2025, 2026, 2029 and 2033 will be developed as well as several other minor ones. Some of these events will be particular to Beaufort County alone, while others will involve neighboring counties (Colleton and Jasper) and other areas in Georgia that Beaufort District forces were involved in during the Revolution. This grant request is to partially fund Phase 1 initiatives.
Motion to approve fully was made by Zeigler and seconded by Scarlett. Staff recommends approval. Approved unanimously.
Project: SC250 Veterans’ Park Expansion. Applicant: Bamberg County. The request is for $373,500 and it has a match amount of $112,500 for a total project of $450,000.
Project Summary: In 2020, Bamberg County, collaborating with the City of Bamberg and family members of military service personnel, dedicated the Bamberg County Veterans Memorial Trail. This memorial has become a significant site for residents and visitors to honor and remember loved ones from Bamberg County who served in the United States Armed Forces. The park not only serves as a tribute but has also revitalized the area, building on traffic from the nearby historic South Carolina National Heritage Corridor marker. Bamberg County and the City of Bamberg are now planning an expansion of the walking trail to include additional monuments recognizing citizens from the region who served in the Revolutionary War. This proposed addition will feature plaques listing and honoring every recorded individual who contributed, with special recognition for women and free and enslaved men of color.
Motion to approve fully was made by Zeigler and seconded by Davies.  Discussion took place. Then Zeigler amended his motion and Davies agreed to defer a decision for two months until the May meeting of the Commission and allow staff to work with the local committee to resolve questions. Approved unanimously. 
Education & Research
Chairman Grimsley announced that Katherine Pemberton has been retained as the Chief of Education & Outreach for SC250. She was formerly with the Powder Magazine in Charleston.  
She will be working on Liberty Day at the Capitol on January 16, 2026. She will also be working with school teachers around the state.
The first volume of the Francis Marion papers was released on our website on the anniversary of his birthday. The remaining two volumes will be added to the website as they are finished.  
Acquisition, Preservation, Conservation, and Interpretation or Revolutionary War Sites and Updates
Phil Gaines , American Battlefield Trust, spoke about the Liberty Trail Expansion from Camden to Waxhaws.  Hanging Rock is almost complete. Eutaw Springs is looking at the next steps.
Mike Tyler provided a site update. The commodore Gillion burial site should be open in October. We are continuing to work at parkers ferry. There is a possibility of an acquisition at Hayes sterling.  
He shared that he has obtained a signed contract on the Coosawhatchie site which is in the town of Coosawhatchie on 1.4 acres. Mike has worked with the homeowner who wants to sell the land. 
Motion to approve fully was made by Davies and seconded by Zeigler for $50,000 to have seed money and begin the due diligence on the Coosawhatchie site. Staff recommends approval. Approved unanimously.

Collaboration and a relationship have been cultivated with the Conservation Land Bank Trust to go along with our partnership with the DNR.

Mike Tyler was praised for his good work.

Stakeholder Engagement & Collaboration

Libby Imbody, Authenticity, provided a summary of the work they are doing.  They work to provide local support for the work of the counties.  So far, they have been to all 46 counties.  They are beginning to make their second round of visits.  They provide training and teaching to the counties focusing on messaging, assets, and marketing.

Erin McBride, Chernoff Newman, provided a summary of the work they are doing. They shared the TV spot that has been running. Erin discussed the activation that was done at the USC and its great success.  The release of the Francis Marion papers were a focus through the website and social media.

Tom Pearsons, SC American Revolution Trust, provided the Commission with an update.  They have recently released a new and improved version of their website. They have now moved into their new office space in the lower level of the Old Courthouse in downtown Camden.

Bill Segars, SC American Revolution Foundation, summarized current activities. The purpose is to benefit the work of the Commission. He asked for assistance with the marker project. He would like anyone who knows about the locations of the newly installed, please notify Bill so that it gets documented in the collection.

Dawn Davies, National Park Service, provided a report. The Cowpens national park site                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              has started a reading program with the local library.  Ninety Six site will be holding an event in April.  The Southern War Podcast has launched. Planning has begun planning for the 250th celebration at Ninety Six on November 15th which will also be the location of the Commission meeting.

Perry Baker, SC Park Recreation and Tourism, no report.
SC Department of Archives and History, no report.

Other Business:

Recognition:

Scarlett moved that the SC250 Commission officially recognize and thank the following individuals: 
Mr. Tony Youmans Executive Director of The Exchange and COL Dale Theiling/Commander of the Washington Light Infantry who have contributed greatly to educating South Carolinians and visitors worldwide about SC’s important role in the War for American Independence. 
Ms. Donna Foster, SC Department of Archives and History for her initial work with the SC250 Commission when it was being established. 
Culbertson seconded. Approved unanimously.

Next Commission Meeting –
It will be held on May 15th & 16th in Florence County. There will be a tour on the 15th with a meet & greet in the evening. The Commission meeting will be on the 16th. A Gathering is being planned for Saturday, May 17th in Florence.
Motion to adjourn was made by Ben Zeigler, seconded by Bill Davies, and approved unanimously.
Approved May 16, 2025
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