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ANNIVERSARY

Lesson Plan for Middle School (Grade 8)

The Art of the Ambush: Warfare in the Southern Theater

Subject: Social Studies Grade Level: Middle School (e.g., Grade 8) SC State Standards:

e 8-2.5 Summarize the role of South Carolinians in the course of the American Revolution,
including the use of partisan warfare and the battles of Charleston, Camden, Cowpens,

Kings Mountain and Eutaw Springs.

Objective: Students will analyze the military strategies and geographic factors that made
guerrilla warfare effective in South Carolina's terrain and evaluate its impact on the outcome of

the war.

Materials:

e A detailed topographical map of South Carolina showing rivers, swamps, and mountain
regions.

o Brief case studies of the Battle of Cowpens, Kings Mountain, and the actions of Francis
Marion.

o Small tokens or pieces of paper to represent British and American forces.

Procedure:



1.

Introduction (10 minutes): Remind students that the American Revolution was a global
war fought by large armies, but in South Carolina, the battle was often personal and local.
Introduce the term "partisan warfare' and explain that it was a unique style of fighting
where small, mobile groups of soldiers used the landscape to their advantage.

Map Simulation (25 minutes): Divide students into small groups. Give each group a
topographical map of South Carolina. Read aloud the case study of a specific battle or
action, such as the Battle of Cowpens. Have students use the tokens to re-create the
movements of the British and American forces on their maps. Ask them to identify how
the landscape (rivers, hills, etc.) played a key role in the battle's outcome. Repeat for
Kings Mountain or a specific action by Francis Marion.

Impact Analysis (15 minutes): Lead a class discussion on the effectiveness of partisan
warfare. Ask students to consider: "Why was this style of fighting so successful against
the well-trained British army?" Discuss how the ability of leaders like Marion to
disappear into the swamps and return to strike again wore down the British.

Conclusion & Assessment (10 minutes): Have students create a simple flowchart or
diagram that shows the cause and effect of partisan warfare in South Carolina. For
example: "British occupation of the Upcountry" -> "Rise of guerrilla leaders" -> "British

supply lines attacked" -> "British forced to retreat."



