
FY26 Grants: How-To Apply
Heather Hawkins, Grants Manager



WHY CELEBRATE?

Q: WHERE WERE THERE OVER 400+ SKIRMISHES, BATTLES, AND BLOODSHED 

DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR �± THE STATE WITH THE SECOND MOST 

INCIDENTS?

250th A nniversary of the American Revolution

A: South Carolina 



When is the Anniversary?
Now!  Yes, there will be fireworks on July 4, 2026, but so much more!
Revolutionary Era   1770-1783 | 2020-2033



Carolina Days
June 19-July 5, 2026
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Museum & Library Style Exhibit Grant
Consider Locating the Panel Outside a Museum Where There is Foot Traffic

Local Museum 
Style Panel 

Grants



Traveling Exhibits



Local Activities Grant
How Do You Reach People Outside The Tent?
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Historic Tourism & Marketing Grant: 
Cultural Tourists:
�‡ Spend 38% more than the average tourist
�‡ Eat Local / Stay Local
�‡ Look for Local Experiences

Site Grants: 
Development, 
Acquisition, 
Renovation



Research, Publication, Genealogy, & Digitization Grants
Eligibility: In addition to non-profits, County 250 Committees, and institutions, 
individuals may also apply for this grant

Research 
Grants



�}�S�Ö�����×�¾�N���&���¨�9�B�¾���N�]�¨�W�¾���á�¨
�A�¾�B�N�h�á�����¨���&�S���N�B�n��̈��� �á�B���×�¾���¨
�€�á�g�&���S�N���&���¨�¦ �á�Ö�F���N�á�¨�Û�¨
�„�á�¾�B�×�ÿ�¾�Ö���á��̈€�á�F�&�S�B�×�á�F

�€�á�F�á�¾�B�×�ÿ�¨�9�B�¾���N�]�¨�‘ �?�×�&�S���N�B�n��̈A���F�N�&�B�n�¨
�] �S�F�á�S����̈€�á�F�á�¾�B�×�ÿ�����÷�¨�9�B�á�á�� �g�������á�¨
���� �á�B���×�¾���¨�€�á�g�&���S�N���&����̈��&�� �� �á�×�N���&���F



Education Grants
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Education 
Grants
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Education Grant: Southern Campaign 1780 
Liberty Live Education Project

https://southerncampaign1780.org/liberty-live-education



Signage & Marker Grants
From interpretive signs to tourism directional signs, 
from historic markers to marking 18 th century roads

Signage & 
Markers Grants



SC American Revolution Site Grants: 
Planning, Acquisition, Development, Renovation

Site Grants: 
Development, 
Acquisition, 
Renovation
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This means documentation & paperwork.
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Fiscal Agent Responsibilities
�‡ Provide fiscal agent documentation for the application
�‡ Officially sign the grant agreement in WebGrants online
�‡ Follow local procurement policy
�‡ Manage cash flow for last 20% 
�‡ Manage receipts �± provide for final report
�‡ Available for audit of funds if randomly selected by state auditors



Grant Funding Distribution

County 250 Organizing Grants: 
County/Municipality Fiscal Agents 100% upfront 

All other Fiscal Agents 80% upfront / 20% upon final paperwork

All Other Grants: Competitive
80% upfront / 20% upon final paperwork with receipts

Best Practice: negotiate contracts accordingly



Register for Discover SC Web Grants

General Info | Cover Sheet |Narrative | Assurances |Support Documents |Budget



Narrative Best Practices:
�‡Use Word Version to Practice (Watch character count)

Project Summary 
�‡1) Elevator Speech
�‡2) How does it relate to the American Revolution in SC?

Deliverables / Impact
�‡1) Tangible items that can be provided by the grant 
budget.

�‡2)Measurement of Success
�‡3)Longevity

�‡



Budget Best Practices:
�‡�'�R�Q�·�W���F�U�H�D�W�H���W�K�H���E�X�G�J�H�W���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H��
�‡Do your homework �² get quotes.
�‡Not all budget categories may be compatible with your grant type. Feel free to skip a 

section. For example: we do not expect to see land acquisition in the County 250 
Organizing Grants. 

�‡If the grant request amount is part of a larger budget, please only include SC250 funding 
requests in each breakdown section.

�‡Make sure to not exceed the total amount available for this grant type in the breakdown 
SC250 request sections. This up to amount is listed on the Funding Opportunity main 
page.

�‡For the County 250 Organizing Grants, the SC250 Requested Amount must total $3000 
exactly. (However, the total budget could be larger if you have additional funding from 
other sources. If there are any additional funds in your total budget, document them in 
the Cost Share / Matching Funds section.)

�‡Personnel refers to staffing, while contractual refers to any person you are hiring for a 
specific task.

�‡Administrative staffing should represent no more  than 20% of the budget request.
�‡



�	�‘�”���™�Š�ƒ�–���…�ƒ�•�ï�–���›�‘�—���’�ƒ�›�ë

  Food Travel  Insurance



Partnerships / Matching Funds

  In-Kind

�‡If your grant does require a match, remember that the percentage is part of 
the total budget not 20% or 50% of your ask.

�(�Y�H�Q���L�I���Q�R�W���³�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�´���W�R��
apply, SC250 

encourages Cost Share!



Matching Funds

The formula for calculating the match is: 

SC250 Award Amount = Adjusted (Total) Project Costs
SC250 Share Percentage

�5�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���5�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�¶�V���6�K�D�U�H���3�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���[���$�G�M�X�V�W�H�G���3�U�R�M�H�F�W���&�R�V�W�V��� ���5�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���0�D�W�F�K

Example: 80%/20% match requirement �² for a SC250 award amount of $300,000, 
match would be calculated as follows:

$300,000 = $375,000
.80

.20 x $375,000 = $75,000 match



Register for Discover SC Web Grants �² Demo Time!

General Info | Cover Sheet |Narrative | Assurances |Support Documents |Budget



�‡ Explore SouthCarolina250.com > SC250 Grants
�‡ Make sure your project has the American Revolution in SC at its center > must be 

between 1770-1783.
�‡ Completed one application already? > Copy the Application when you go to apply 

for another.
�‡ Show Partnerships & Cost Share �� even if not required.
�‡ Demonstrate clear deliverables and a researched budget.
�‡ Demonstrate impact on longevity. 
�‡ Go ahead and register for a State Vendor Number and set up direct deposit.



Thank You

Check out the Recordings at:
SouthCarolina250.com > Resources > Grants > Webinars

One-On-One Application Support by Appointment
Tuesdays & Thursdays

To Request a Meeting Click the Doodle Appointments Link or email hhawkins@southcarolina250.com



Meet the Funders, A Rich OpportunityBe Revolutionary! 
https://southcarolina250.com/grants/webinars/

Recorded: Friday, October 11, 2024
SC Department of Archives & History 



National Park Service �� Semiquincentennial Grants
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/historicpreservationfund/semiquincentennial.htm

South Carolina Historic 
Preservation Office 
National Register Contact:
Virginia Harness
803-896-6179
vharness@scdah.sc.gov





SC State Library
https://guides.statelibrary.sc.gov/grants-research-assistance



Thank You

How Can We 
Help You?

Heather Hawkins
Grants Manager

hhawkins@SouthCarolina250.com
803-898-3392

Molly Fortune
Executive Director

mfortune@southcarolina250.com
803-445-3181

Parina Patel
Grants Assistant 

grants@southcarolina250.com

Watch for 
scprtgrants@mail.webgrantscloud.com
and hhawkins@southcarolina250.com emails
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